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Village heads indicated that fear
»'contamination was by far the main
rorcern of villagers.

Adherence to social distancing
ucasures and government regulations
waned over time.

Fear of covip-19 and mobility
2zurictions impacted the availabil
1 1.0n covip-19 related health services
“n villages, because mobile clinics,
mudwives, and township health officers
10 ‘onger travelled to villages for
“cutine care.
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Com ounded
citects on the
most vulnerable

The economic impacts of the virus
B e e
already vulnerable: villages affected by
natural disasters, with a recent history
~pépoorharvess seliant on border
e, near active fighting or land mines
@oXing foraging dangerous, or with
e populations of casual laborers, or
scholds reliant on remittances from
rant workers.

re Authoriz

Shcial
Cohesion

Accounting for the fact
villagers faced extreme
sudden stress, social

ltions in the research
ilipges remained remarkably
ng.

OWhere village relations
sened, it was with regards
0 factors: Temporarily,
ming migrants were
viewed with suspicion
and fear in many villages;
and the distribution of the
government’s aid created
tensions around eligibility

criteria.
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Local leaders collaborated with
each other in 40 out of the 56 research
“iliages,

Where leaders collaborated,
vitiagers received more aid.

Trust in local leadership had an
Twortant positive impacts on how

ages perceived and accepted covip-
19-elated health measures.

Aid

Most village heads reported that their village

received some form of aid.

Aid was generally viewed as supplementary,

rather than a significant source of support
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for

families during the April-May lockdown period
or thereafter. An aid recipient of the 15,000 kyats

cash transfer noted:

M o M e
'Qm-‘ [aY
3*

@ THE WORLD BANK

Myanmar

Monitorn
Communi
Assessment

m

™

Livelihoods
&Migration

‘The crisis has taken a toll on rural
livelihoods, with mobility restrictions
leaving farmers without labor to harvest
and plant or cash to pay workers or buy
inputs, negatively impacting current
harvests and future production.

Traditional ways of making ends
meet, such as migration and advanced
wages before the harvest were severely
impacted, primarily affecting casual
workers.

Most village representatives
reported that households were seeking
to reduce their expenses wherever
possible by living on less food or lower
quality food, foraging, using their
savings and selling or pawning assets or
land.

The pandemic significantly increased the debt
burden and impaired villagers’ ability to repay
existing debt. Village representatives reported

that a signi

ificant number of villagers in three

quarters of research villages tried to take out
new loans to cope with the crisis.
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Women

‘Women, often those responsible for
household finances and cooking are
disproportionally affected by the ¢

‘There are also worrying signs
ointing to increased domestic
violence.
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